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There are many reasons to count, survey, and monitor 
bird populations. Principal goals of monitoring 
include documenting the presence or absence of a 
species, determining population trends over time, 
and evaluating habitat quality or restoration success. 

Through monitoring, we can begin to understand “connectivity” 
between nesting, migratory stopover, and wintering grounds: where 
our breeding birds go during the fall and winter, how many return, 
and how many of them return to the same place. Do individuals 
of species of greatest conservation need (SGCNs) return year after 
year? Do they come back every year to the same general area, the 
same islands, or even the exact same nest site? In other words, how 
high is their “nest site �delity”? Furthermore, what are the trends 
in population size and species composition? Important elements of 
a successful monitoring project designed to answer these questions 
include the consistent use of standard protocols, repeated annual 
surveys, and data-driven interpretation of results. NYC Audubon’s 
longest-term monitoring project is our survey of SGCNs—long-
legged wading birds (a.k.a. Harbor Herons—as well as co-occurring 
waterbirds nesting in colonies in the New York Harbor. This project 
began when wading birds �rst reappeared on islands in the Arthur Kill 
in the 1980s, and monitoring has followed the Harbor population on 
an annual basis since that time. By monitoring every year, our team has 
documented not only the presence and species composition of breeding 
colonies, but also how the colonies have shifted between islands, and 
how the size of the Harbor population has changed (reaching peak 
numbers in 1993, but maintaining a stable size since 1988). The size 
and location of our colonies re�ect the resources available to the birds 
while they are raising their young. 

Focused monitoring is needed to understand why the Harbor 
Heron colonies are not at peak 1993 levels. If young birds are 
successfully �edging and returning to breed, then the colonies should 
be growing in size. If birds are unsuccessful in nesting, they will not 
return and the colonies will decline. To assess nest success and nest site 
�delity (how likely it is for individuals to return and to successfully 
breed), we need to monitor more than the number of nesting pairs 
over time. For some species (e.g., the double-crested cormorant), we 
have monitored nest success by following the fate of several nesting 
pairs from nest building to chick �edging. We observed that the 
City’s cormorants often lose eggs in the early stages of nesting, but 
lay replacement eggs to complete their usual clutch size of four eggs. 
The number of nesting pairs is growing, but remains lower than the 
peak number in 1993. Cormorants are now nesting on eight islands, 
compared to three islands in the mid 1980s. We have banded nearly 
1,500 young cormorants, some of which have returned to nest in 
their natal colonies (high �delity) after reaching sexual maturity at 
age three. New York Harbor hosts an important cormorant colony.

Healthy and accessible foraging grounds are as critical to 

breeding success as are nest sites. We partner with NJ Audubon 
to monitor foraging activity (location, �ock composition, foraging 
success) of colonial waterbirds and have found that more birds use the 
New Jersey wetlands than the New York City wetlands. 

Events on the breeding grounds, however, may not be the main 
driver of waterbird population size. What are the conservation issues 
on the wintering ground or along the migration route? This is where 
connectivity comes into play: Where do the waterbirds of the New 
York Harbor spend their winters? Do they use regular migration 
routes? These questions bring a different focus to our monitoring: We 
need to be able to identify where “our” birds are going. Re-sightings 
of some of our banded cormorants have been reported to us, and we’ve 
learned that the birds winter south along the eastern seaboard, both 
coasts of Florida, and into Alabama. It seems our cormorants do not 
have strong connectivity between wintering and breeding sites. But 
we do know that most of them remain coastal rather than using inland 
water. (Although one bird was seen last year in Wisconsin!) 

Monitoring of the Harbor’s great egrets shows us how young 

A Banded Snowy Egret on Ho�man Island
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Everyone, it seems, is interested in 
North Brother Island, a.k.a. New 
York’s “Forgotten Island.” Situated 

just north of the East River’s Hell Gate—
and once home to the quarantine hospital 
that housed Typhoid Mary—the island is 
an Audubon “Important Bird Area,” one of 
17 islands in New York Harbor that NYC 
Audubon monitors for nesting long-legged 
wading birds. The Forest, Horticulture, & 
Natural Resources Group of the New York 
City Department of Parks & Recreation 
(NYC Parks) is working to improve and 
restore the island’s natural habitat. Two 
New York City Council members, however, 
want to open it to the public: NYC Parks 
Committee Chair Mark Levine wants to have 

a pier built there, while Fernando Cabrera of 
the Bronx imagines a “Disneyland” in the 
East River!

NYC Audubon has been studying 
North Brother as part of the Harbor Herons 
Nesting Survey project since 1986. In 2003, 
238 wader pairs were recorded nesting on 
the island. “That was the heyday,” says 
NYC Audubon Director of Conservation 
and Science Susan Elbin, PhD. “Then, for 
reasons we haven’t completely �gured out, 
the colony shifted to nearby South Brother.” 
Numbers dropped precipitously over just a 
few years: In 2007 only 13 black-crowned 
night-heron pairs nested on North Brother; 
gull nests were observed there up to 2009. 
Since then, no nests have been sighted, 

although Elbin has seen waders “hanging 
out, using it for loa�ng. It’s a nice island.”

The nesting survey team, led by NYC 
Audubon’s Tod Winston, is monitoring 
for nesting pairs again this spring—and 
also looking for  predators. If no nests are 
found, NYC Parks will be able to proceed 
with the restoration in June. If nests are 
observed, the restoration team will have to 
wait until the last chicks �edge before they 
can start. “So much invasive seed blew in 
over the years,” says Jennifer Greenfeld, 
deputy chief of the Forest, Horticulture, & 
Natural Resources Group. Tall non-native 
Norway maples, dense bittersweet, and 
porcelainberry vines gradually altered the 
herons’ habitat. The NYC Parks team has 
removed invasive species, cleared paths, 
and covered treacherous manholes. (The 
ruined buildings of the quarantine hospital 
complex continue to decay.) Now they’re 
focusing on restoring the habitat with 
native plants: hackberry trees and thicket-
forming shrubs like sumac, blueberry, and 
wild blackberries. 

As for public access, the City Council 
members’ plans have little chance, 
according to Greenfeld. “It’s already pretty 
well protected. If there were any moves 
to develop it, we would advocate that it 
be declared a “Forever Wild Preserve.” To 
discourage eager “urban explorers,” Elbin 
had the island’s GPS coordinates removed 
from the database of coordinates used for 
the popular online scavenger hunt game, 
“Geocaching,” which sends its players in 
search of items in little-known places. 
NYC Parks is thinking about planting the 
perimeter with thorny shrubs. “There’s 
already a lot of poison ivy,” says Kristen 
King, director of forest restoration for NYC 
Parks. “Birds love it.” (Those interested in 
seeing the island can pick up Christopher 
Payne’s handsome book, North Brother 
Island: The Last Unknown Place in New 
York City. For a quick look, go to Payne’s 
website: www.chrispaynephoto.com/north-
brother-island.)
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North Brother Island				         		   Suzanne Charlé

Kristen King Takes Measurements in Preparation for Restoration 
Work on North Brother Island 
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Events and Adventures

•  JAMAICA BAY SUNSET CRUISE
Saturday, May 30, 3-6pm
Guides: Don Riepe, Mickey Cohen
With American Littoral Society
Meet at Pier 4 in Sheepshead Bay, 
Brooklyn. Enjoy a narrated cruise 
aboard the “Golden Sunshine.” 
Visit the 13,000-acre Jamaica Bay 
Wildlife Refuge to see nesting 
peregrine falcons, osprey, egrets, 
shorebirds, and waterfowl. Includes 
refreshments. Contact Don Riepe at 
718-474-0896 or donriepe@gmail.
com for more information and to 
register. Limited to 140. $55

•  SPRING MIGRATION ON 
RANDALL’S ISLAND 
Sunday, May 31, 9am-2pm
Guides: Gabriel Willow, Randall’s 
Island Park Alliance Staff
With Randall’s Island Park Alliance, 
Inc.
Meet on the northwest corner of 
102nd Street and the FDR Drive. 
We’ll walk across the foot bridge 
over the East River to Randall’s 
Island, an under-explored location 
with newly restored freshwater 
wetlands and salt marsh. We’ll 
look for spring migrants (both 
waterbirds and land birds) as 
we explore the results of recent 
restoration efforts. Limited to 20. 
$40 (28)

MEMBERS-ONLY
June Member Walk in Inwood 
Hill Park
Tuesday, June 2, 7:30-9am
Meet Kellye Rosenheim at 
Inwood Hill Park’s entrance 
at 218th Street to look for late-
spring migrants and nesting 
birds in Inwood’s mature 
urban forest. Call 212-691-
7483 x306 to register. Free for 
Contributing NYC Audubon 
members at the Student/
Senior level and up

• NYC Audubon Events
•  Partnership Events

• CAMERA CLUB
Wednesday, June 3, 6:30-8:30pm
Instructors: David Speiser, Lloyd 
Spitalnik
Meet at the National Audubon 
office, 225 Varick Street. Whether 
you’re a beginner or more advanced 
photographer, our friendly 
photography club is the place 
to discuss diverse photography-
related topics, hone your skills, and 
learn about the great photography 
opportunities available in the New 
York City area. Professional bird and 
nature photographers David Speiser 
and Lloyd Spitalnik will share their 
expertise and help you improve your 
work. Registration required. No 
limit. $14.50 ($10) per meeting

•  VAN CORTLANDT BIRD WALKS, 
THE BRONX
Saturdays, June 6–August 29, 
8-9:30am
Guides: NYC Audubon, Van 
Cortlandt Park Conservancy
With the Van Cortlandt Park 
Conservancy
Meet at Van Cortlandt Nature 
Center. The history of birding and 
Van Cortlandt Park are inseparable. 

Influential birders such as 
Roger Tory Peterson and Allan 
D. Cruickshank got their starts 
on Van Cortlandt’s ecologically 
diverse grounds. These walks 
celebrate the tradition set forth 
by these great ornithologists. 
Participants will look for various 
species of residents and migrants 
and discuss a wide range of avian 
topics. For more information, 
call 212-691-7483. No registration 
necessary. No limit. Free

• BIKING AND BIRDING: 
JAMAICA BAY
Saturday, June 6, 9am-3pm
Guide: Gabriel Willow
Meet at Grand Army Plaza. 
Bike your way through Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and along scenic 
greenways to Jamaica Bay to look 
for migrant shorebirds, as well as 
breeding egrets, oystercatchers, 
and more. This is a 16-mile trip; 
return by subway from Broad 
Channel. Bring binoculars, water, 
lunch, and your bicycle. Limited to 
15. $40 (28)

•  SPRING HIKE IN THE 
GREENBELT, STATEN ISLAND
Sunday, June 7, 9:30am-3pm
Guide: Gabriel Willow
With NYC Parks and the Greenbelt 
Conservancy
Meet at the Manhattan terminal of 
the S.I. Ferry and begin your tour 
on water. Explore the 3,000-acre 
Staten Island Greenbelt and visit 
High Rock Park, Walker Pond, and 
the Pouch Camp property: 143 acres 
of unspoiled woods and wetlands. 
Look for late-spring migrants and 
nesting birds, and learn about the 
Greenbelt’s ecology. Trip involves 
3.5 miles of hiking. Includes 
refreshments at the Greenbelt 
Nature Center and transportation 
on S.I. Limited to 20. $43 (30)

•  SUNSET ECOCRUISES TO THE 
HARBOR HERON ISLANDS
Sundays, June 7–August 16
7-9pm (Brother Islands; Hoffman 
and Swinburne Islands)
6-9pm (Jamaica Bay)
Guide: Gabriel Willow
With New York Water Taxi
Meet at South Street Seaport 
Pier 16 to visit the fascinating 
Brother islands, the large egret and 
cormorant colonies on Hoffman 
and Swinburne islands, or the 
great expanses of Jamaica Bay. 
Whichever your destination, you’ll 
experience the wonders of New York 
Harbor at sunset and see some of 
the 3,000 herons, egrets, and ibis 
nesting here. To choose a cruise 
and register, contact New York 
Water Taxi at 212-742-1969 or www.
nywatertaxi.com/tours/audubon. 
Limited to 90. Price varies by 
destination

•  THE PARAKEETS OF GREEN-
WOOD CEMETERY, BROOKLYN
Saturday, June 13, 10am-1pm
Guide: Gabriel Willow
With Green-Wood Cemetery
Meet at the cemetery entrance at 5th 
Avenue and 25th Street, Park Slope, 
Brooklyn. Green-Wood Cemetery is 
rich in both history and wildlife. It is 

Snowy Egrets
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also the highest point in Brooklyn, 
affording marvelous views. We 
will explore its environs in search 
of spring migrants and its most 
unexpected avian residents: the 
huge flocks of brilliant green monk 
parakeets that nest there. Native 
to South America, these charming 
immigrants are surprisingly hardy 
and flourish even in our harsh 
winters. Limited to 15. $46 (32)

• BREEDING BIRDS OF THE 
HUDSON HIGHLANDS, NY
Saturday, June 20, 8am-5pm 
Guide: Gabriel Willow
Join Gabriel Willow in exploring 
some of the most exciting and 
beautiful birding locations in 
the Hudson Valley: Doodletown 
Road, Constitution Marsh, and 
Indian Brook Farm. We’ll look 
for uncommon breeding warbler 
specialties at Doodletown, such 
as cerulean, hooded, blue-winged, 
golden-winged, and worm-
eating.  We will then head to the 
Constitution Marsh Audubon 
Sanctuary, home to breeding 
wood ducks, bald eagles, least 
bitterns, and marsh wrens. After 
a picnic lunch by the banks of 
Indian Brook, we will explore the 
extensive grasslands and highbush 
blueberry stands of Indian Brook 
Farm in search of breeding field 
and savannah sparrows, bobolinks, 
and indigo buntings. Transport 
by passenger van included. Bring 
lunch. Limited to 12. $129 (90)

• A MEMORIAL TO JEAN 
BOURQUE: NATURE OF FLOYD 
BENNETT FIELD, BROOKLYN
Saturday, June 20, 8:30am-Noon
Presented by the Brooklyn 
Bird Club
Guides: Steve Nanz, Jerry Layton, 
Peter Dorosh, Marielle Anzelone
With the Brooklyn Bird Club and 
National Park Service
Meet at the Floyd Bennett Field 
south entrance parking lot. Join 
us to remember our friend Jean 
Bourque, who passed away in 

2014. A longtime advocate for 
wildlife conservation in New 
York City and wife of past NYC 
Audubon President Ron Bourque, 
Jean was particularly instrumental 
in the protection of grasslands at 
Floyd Bennett Field. This walk in 
her memory will focus on plants, 
insects, birds and overall nature, 
in the setting she nurtured and 
loved. Visit www.nycaudubon.org/
jeanbourque for registration details 
and directions. No limit. Free

MEMBERS-ONLY
Van Trip to A Memorial to 
Jean Bourque: Nature of Floyd 
Bennett Field
Saturday, June 20, 7:45am-1pm
Come with NYC Audubon 
to celebrate the memory of 
conservationist Jean Bourque. 
Limited to 12. To register, 
call Kellye Rosenheim at 
212-691-7483 x306. Free for 
Contributing NYC Audubon 
members at the Student/
Senior level and up

• PROSPECT PARK BIRD WALK
Saturdays, July 11 and August 22; 
8-10:30am
Guide: Gabriel Willow
Meet under the arch in Grand 
Army Plaza. Join Gabriel Willow 
for a leisurely walk to get to know 
the summer bird residents of 

“Brooklyn’s back yard,” beautiful 
Prospect Park. Although summer 
birding in the City can be a bit slow, 
Prospect Park has a wide variety 
of habitats that attract a number 
of breeding bird species. We will 
explore the park’s meadows, forests, 
and waterways in search of nesting 
waterfowl, green herons, barn 
swallows, yellow warblers, Baltimore 
orioles, and more. Limited to 15. $33 
(23) per walk

• BIRDING GEMS OF STATEN 
ISLAND: FRESHKILLS PARK
Saturday, July 11, 10am-5pm
Guide: Cliff Hagen
Meet at the Manhattan terminal 
of the S.I. Ferry for a special 
opportunity to visit Freshkills Park, 
currently in transition from what 
was once the world’s largest landfill 
into an expansive park. Currently 
closed to the general public, the 
park is home to rolling grasslands, 
tidal marshes, woodlands, and a 
freshwater pond system, which 
host an array of breeding birds, 
butterflies, mammals, frogs, and 
turtles. Sparrows, osprey, yellow 
warblers, and blue grosbeaks nest 
alongside wrens, orioles, and 
shorebirds. Wading birds feed 
on the mudflats while hawks and 
vultures soar above. On calm, sunny 
days, one can expect to find nearly 
two dozen species of butterflies 
here. Transport by passenger van on 
S.I. included. Limited to 12. $57 (40)

Baltimore Oriole

•  SUMMER BIRDING AT WAVE 
HILL, THE BRONX
Sundays, July 12, August 9, and 
September 13; 9:30-11:30am
Guide: Gabriel Willow
With Wave Hill
Meet at the Perkins Visitor 
Center. Naturalist Gabriel Willow 
contributes his extensive knowledge 
of bird species and their behaviors 
on these captivating walks. Wave 
Hill’s garden setting overlooking 
the Hudson River flyway provides 
the perfect habitat for resident 
and migrating birds. Advance 
registration is recommended, either 
online at www.wavehill.org, at the 
Perkins Visitor Center, or by calling 
718-549-3200 x251. (Walks run rain 
or shine; in case of severe weather 
call the number above for updates.) 
Ages 10 and up welcome with an 
adult. NYC Audubon members enjoy 
two-for-one admission. See www.
wavehill.org for more information

• TWILIGHT BAT WALKS IN 
CENTRAL PARK
Tuesdays, July 14–August 11, 7:45-
9:15pm 
Guide: Paul Keim
Meet at 103rd Street and Central 
Park West. Explore the mysteries 
of Central Park at twilight as 
we seek these fascinating and 
misunderstood flying mammals—
and learn about their great 
importance to our environment. 
We’ll see local bat species in flight 
as they hunt and dive for insects, 
and hear them with an echolocator. 
Other nocturnal creatures like 
crickets and katydids may be seen 
as well. Bring bug spray and a 
flashlight. Limited to 16. All children 
must be accompanied by an adult; 
recommended for ages 5 and up. 
$32 (22) for adults, $20 (14) for 
children under 12
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National/International Trips

MONTAUK SPRING 
WEEKEND, LONG ISLAND
Friday, June 5–Sunday, June 7
Guides: Don Riepe, Mickey 
Cohen, Mike Bottini
With American Littoral Society
Spend an extended weekend 
at the luxurious Manor House. 
Hike the “Walking Dunes,” 
Lighthouse Beach, Montauk 
Bluffs, and Shadmoor State 
Park. Includes two nights’ 
lodging (double occupancy), 
five meals, guided hikes, 
evening programs, and a star 
watch. View the full itinerary 
and purchase tickets at spring-
montaukweekend.eventbrite.
com. Contact Don Riepe at 718-
474-0896 or donriepe@gmail.
com for more information and 
to register. $395 ($120 single 
supplement)

CAPE ANN WHALE WATCH, 
MA
Thursday, August 13–
Sunday, August 16
Guides: Don Riepe, Mickey 
Cohen
With American Littoral Society
A fun-filled, nature-focused 
weekend in beautiful Cape Ann, 
Massachusetts. We hope to see 
pelagic species such as sooty 
and greater shearwater, Wilson’s 
storm petrel, and common 
eider—not to mention minke 
and humpback whales, basking 
sharks, and family pods of 
dolphins. Includes three nights’’ 
stay in historic Gloucester, 
a whale watch boat trip, an 
evening Essex River cruise, easy 
canoeing on Ipswich River, and 
birding at Parker River Wildlife 
Refuge, plus a lobster dinner. 
Contact Don Riepe at 718-474-
0896 or donriepe@gmail.com 
for more information and to 
register. Limited to 40. $395 
($180 single supplement)

CAPE MAY FALL MIGRATION, NJ
Saturday, September 26, 9am–
Sunday, September 27, 7pm
Guide: Joe Giunta
Cape May, NJ, is one of the best 
birding venues in the United 
States, especially during fall 
migration. Visit the Cape May hawk 
watch on two days, once late in 
the day and then again in the early 
morning to get a good variety of 
hawks. Also visit birding hotspots 
such as Higbee Beach, Jake’s 
Landing, Cape May Meadows, and 
Nummy’s Island. Transport by 
passenger van included. Limited to 
10. $335 ($50 single supplement)

CAPE MAY FALL MIGRATION, NJ
Saturday, October 3, 9am–
Sunday, October 4, 7pm
Guide: Gabriel Willow
Cape May, NJ, is the East’s capital 
of birding, and is particularly 
bird-rich in the fall. On good fall 
migration days, the area’s forests 
and marshes are swarming with 
warblers, vireos, and thrushes, 
and of course the hawk watch is 
legendary. We’ll visit Cape May 
Point, Higbee Beach, Cape May 

Meadows, and more in search 
of songbirds, raptors, wading 
birds, ducks, and terns. Transport 
by passenger van included. 
Limited to 10.  $335 ($50 single 
supplement)

CHINCOTEAGUE REFUGE/
ASSATEAGUE ISLAND: BIRDS 
AND PONIES
Thursday, November 19, 9am–
Sunday, November 22, 6pm
Guide: Don Riepe
With American Littoral Society
A great natural history weekend 
on the Virginia coast. See wild 
ponies, snow geese, bald eagles, 
migrating hawks, waterfowl, and 
shorebirds. Includes three nights’ 
lodging at the luxurious Refuge 
Inn (heated pool, jacuzzi, sauna, 
exercise room, and observation 
deck), breakfast, a Safari bus 
tour of the back dunes area, 
guided hikes, evening programs, 
and an "all you can eat" oyster 
and seafood dinner. Contact 
Don Riepe at 718-474-0896 or 
donriepe@gmail.com for more 
information and to register. $395 
($180 single supplement)

Black Skimmers

trip requires a 35-minute hike up 
and down the mountainside. Bring 
lunch to enjoy atop the mountain 
as you watch the hawks fly 
overhead. Transport by passenger 
van included. Limited to 12. $99 
(69)

• EARLY MEMBER 
REGISTRATION FOR 
UPCOMING EVENTS
More fall and early winter 
events will be posted at 
www.nycaudubon.org and 
available for registration for 
Contributing NYC Audubon 
members starting on Monday, 
August 10. (Registration will 
open to all on Monday, August 
24.)

• TO REGISTER FOR ALL NYC 
AUDUBON EVENTS and for 
more information, visit www.
nycaudubon.org or call Darren 
Klein at 212-691-7483 x304 unless 
otherwise specified.

important information
•	Classes meet at 71 West 23rd 
	 Street, Suite 1523. 
•	Contributing Members 

(Student/Senior level and up) 
receive a 30% discount on 
most local trips and classes 
(on discounted events, the 
discounted price appears 
in parentheses after the 
nonmember price). See 
membership form on page 19. 

•	For all coach and van trips, the 
meeting location is in front of 

	 71 West 23rd Street in 
Manhattan unless otherwise 
specified.

•	We depart promptly at the 
stated start time.

• For all overnight trips, member- 	
ship in nyc audubon at the 
Student/Senior level and up is 
required. See membership form 

	 on page 19.
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When not out watching real birds in the �eld, many of 
us in the local birding (and bird-loving) community 
have favorite websites we turn to for the next best 

thing. Besides www.nycaudubon.org, sites such as www.nybirds.
org, www.littoralsociety.org, www.brooklynbirdclub.org, or www.
statenislandmuseum.org offer local birding information and events. 
To �nd detailed information, photos, and song samples of all North 
American bird species, visit www.audubon.org and www.allaboutbirds.
org, or, for a fee, www.hbw.com. A good reference for all things birding 
is www.aba.org. Many of you already know about www.ebird.org, an 
important online tool to gather information about bird populations 
across the globe—as well as www.d-bird.org, a new component of 
our own Project Safe Flight. Another useful site during migration is 
www.birdcast.info, which provides real-time migration forecasts. The 
number of websites available today is astounding—so we don’t attempt 
to provide a comprehensive list here—but we’ve gathered a �ock of 
other favorite online resources below to help you get closer to the birds 
of New York City and beyond.

BLOGS 

Author Marie Winn and other Central Park birders share their latest 
sightings on her blog, www.mariewinnnaturenews.blogspot.com, while 
www.citybirder.blogspot.com offers a lot of helpful news, maps, apps, trips 
and links, and www.birdingdude.blogspot.com specializes in shorebirds 
and waterfowl. At www.urbanhawks.blogs.com the focus is on, naturally, 
raptor-centric tales and photo essays, while www.10000birds.com focuses 
on birds both local and further a�eld.

EMAIL LISTS AND BIRD ALERTS 
Those of you who bird frequently in the City may be accustomed to the 
sight of birders checking their phones and racing off, binoculars held 
high. More than likely, they’ve read one of the popular emailed reports 
of local bird sightings. Popular email lists and alerts (google them to 
�nd out more) include ebirdsnyc, nysbirds-l, and eBird rare bird alert, 
as well as www.birdingonthe.net and www.narba.org.

AUDIO AND VIDEO 
Have you ever heard a Bird Note? Each of these brief, engaging 
podcasts explores songs and stories of a single species; download them 
free at www.birdnote.org. You can listen to bird sounds from around 
the world at www.xeno-canto.org, as well as upload recordings and join 
discussions. Or, when singing birds elude you in nature, enjoy close-up 
video with clear audio at Lang Elliott’s channel, www.youtube.com/
user/themusicofnature (www.youtube.com is home to many other bird 
videos as well). Finally, the “nest-cam” focused on NYU’s pair of red-
tailed hawks become an Internet sensation several years ago. That cam 
has been dismantled to avoid disturbing the birds, but our Queens red-
tail pair, “Mama and Papa,” are viewable on Jeff Kollbrunner’s website 

at www.jknaturegallery.com/rth_nestcam.html. Many other web-cams 
are available for viewing at www.ustream.tv/explore/animals.

FOR THE KIDS  
A great resource for connecting kids aged 10-19 with �eld trips, 
creative projects, and a community of peers who share their passion is 
www.nysyoungbirders.org. At www.birdsleuth.org, parents, educators, 
and homeschoolers can download science kits, activities and other 
resources for grades K-12. (We hope children from 8 to 12 will visit 
our NYC Audubon KIDS membership page at www.nycaudubon.org/
kids-membership.)

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Many talented artists have online galleries with beautiful images of 
birds in Central Park, Jamaica Bay, Tompkins Park, and other New 
York City locations. Some standouts are www.lilibirds.com, www.
lloydspitalnikphotos.com, www.stevenanz.com, www.fotoportmann.
com/birds, www.laurameyers.com, and www.ellenmichaelsphotos.
com. (Please ask the photographer’s permission before making use 
of any photos.) Many photos can also be found at www.�ickr.com/
groups/nycaudubon.

You can of course visit www.nycaudubon.org to �nd out about 
top birding spots in every borough, learn about upcoming events, get 
involved as a volunteer or armchair activist, renew your membership, 
shop for unique bird merchandise in our online store, and more.

Favorite Bird Websites   					         Jennifer Rauch

Tricolored Heron
(continued from page 8)   

activity shifted to the smaller Subway Island and Elders Point 
East. Local birders report that the species has been harder to �nd of 
late at the Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge, though it has continued 
to nest in the Bay—and the species is thought to be in decline 
in the United States due to its need for limited and threatened 
coastal nesting habitat.

If you happen upon the tricolored heron, keep a watch for its 
active, darting feeding style, as well as its spectacular breeding 
display during the spring and summer: A single bird elicited 
“oohs” and “aahs” from a birding crowd at the West Pond several 
springs ago, when it raised its white head plumes in a surprising 
circular crown of feathers (see inset photo, page 8). It’s a sight 
we hope will continue to be enjoyed by New York City birders 
long into the future, as we work to preserve the fragile coastal 
environment this species needs to survive.
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Join NYC Audubon
Members are essential to our education and conservation 
work. Help protect birds and habitats in the five boroughs by 
joining our flock. As a Member of NYC Audubon you will receive 
The Urban Audubon newsletter and The eGret enewsletter; enjoy 
discounts on field trips and classes; and make a difference 
in your city’s wildlife and natural areas. 
Mail this form with your payment to:
NYC Audubon 
71 West 23rd Street, Suite 1523 
New York, NY 10010

[    ]  Supporter  $100 	 [    ]  Family  $50          
[    ]  Friend  $25            [    ]  Student/Senior (65+) $15
		  [    ]  New   [    ]  Renewal

Additionally, I would like to make a donation to 
NYC Audubon in the amount of:  $   ____________________ .

Name:______________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Phone:_______________________________________________

Email:________________________________________________

[    ]  Enclosed is my check payable to NYC Audubon
[    ]  Charge my credit card:
[    ]  Visa     [    ]  MC     [    ]  Amex     [    ]  DSC

Card #______________________________________________ 

Exp. Date:____________________________________________

Membership in NYC Audubon does not include National Audubon membership or Audubon 
Magazine. Donations to NYC  Audubon are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. NYC 
Audubon is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
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